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... TREES ',
" 'By Joyce Kilmer-

I thjnk that I shall né:;\}téf:see
A poem lovely as a tree.
A tree whose hungry mouth is prest
Agamst the earth’s sweet flowmg breast -

A treé that looks at God all day,
And |IftS her leafy arms to pray;

A tree':tljgétt may in Summgr wear
A nest of robins in her hair;
o " Upon whqse bosom anw has Iam s
Who mt:mately lives W|th rain. . -
....y1.. Poems are made by fogls like me, ..,
- But onJy God can make atree. . ., ..

o

ke, o RRTTATES
Do ae .

......
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The trees described in this booklét are tagged with name markers and can he
found in the northeast section of the Brandon Village Park, both in the area north. of the
volleyball courts and i in the area to the north, east and south 9f the Veterans’ Memonal

~ "To really feel a forest canopy one must use different senses, and often the most useful
one is the sense of imagination." — Joan Maloof

“The true meahing-df Iifé is to: plant trees, undef whose shade .ylou do not expect to sit."
— Nelson Henderson

“Trees are poerﬁé fhat the earth writes upon the sky." -— Kalrilil ‘Gibran

With special thanks to Maynard Respalje, a Brandon native, who suggested the idea for this
project. :



American Chestnut {Castanea dentata): The most populous tree in the eastern third of the
U.8. in the latter half of the 19th century, the American chestnut was wiped out in its original
territory by 1950, due to a disease introduced by an imported Asian chestnut, Immortalized in
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow's poem “The Village Blacksmith” and in the carol “The Christmas
Song,” only isolated stands of true American chestnuts sutvive today, brought westward by
pioneers before the onset of the disease, and isolated from infection. During its heyday in the
late 1800s, the nuts were shipped by the train carload into major eastern seaboard cities durmg
the end-of-the-year holiday season.

American chestnut was economically valuable as a food source for people, Iivestoc;k and
wildlife. Its wood was prized for its strength straight grain, ease of splitting and sawing, and
resistance to decay.

Unlike many other nut-bearing tees, the American chestnut begins o produce nuts
within 5-10 years, as cpmpared to, for example, hickories, which may take 25-30 years to begin
bearing nuts. it also reliably produces ample nut yields each year, in contrast to other nut trees,
such as oaks and hickories, which generally produce wa)) only every other year. The nuts
develop inside a very spiny ° ‘burr” that normally contains three nuts. Handlihg the burrs requrres
substantigl protective qloves The nuts are prepared for rogsting by cutting a small “x” X" through
the shell on one side of the nut. As the nuts roast, the “x” prevents the nuts from exploding as
the points of the cut curl back and also simplifies removal of the shell.

- There are no other known American chestnut trees growing within the Vlltage of
Brandon. However, there is at least one other chestnut (tentatwely identified as the sweet, or
Sp;anieh chestnut, Castanea sativa) growing within the Village of Brandon. It does not produce
mature nuts because trees of the Castanea family are not sglf-pollinating, and therefore depend
on. another nearby (within 100 feet) Castanea tree to cross-pollinate them. :

American Elm (Ulmus Americana): With their arching branches, American elms were the
shade tree of choice for town squares and city streets, and they have figured into many historic
American events. Elms can live for hundreds of years, so it has been traumatic for Americans to
lose. trees that were essentially historical markers.  Around 1930, a fungus was imported to
Narth America on logs shipped from Europe.. This so-called Dutch Elm disease spread quickly,
killing off nearly all the majestic old elms that graced nearly every town. "However, the species
survives because even young trees can produce viable seed. However, as new trees grow, they
eventual‘ly succumb to the disease and die before they get very big. Disease-resistant strains
are being developed, and individual trees can be treated with fung:mde injections every three
years.

' In its natural state the American elm is a solltary tree which almost never grows in pure
stands With the coming of European gettlement of the American continent, elms were planted
in great numbers in close proximity, thus leaving the species susceptible to a pandemic of some
kind sweeping through the ‘man-made . elm forest. The ubiquity of the. elm was its downfall the
tree was loved to death.

There is a least one tentatwely 1dent|f1ed young American elm growmg within the Vlllage
of Brandon :



Amerlcan Sycamore (Platanus occrdentalls) Also known as planetree buttonball tree or
buttonwood the Amerlcan sycamore is distinctive for several reasons a) lts Ieaves are the
Iargest smgle -bladed leaf native to-the American forest being: four to ten inches: Iong and
equally broad b) The female blooms, develop into closely packed, ball like heads attached to a
Iong, slehder thread-llke stem. By October these deVelop into a dense ball or compound fruit
dangllng from a long slender stem, whloh after hangmg through the wmter break up into many
hairy, one-seeded nutlets These seed balls give rise to the comrnon name buttonwood: or
buttonball and, c) Young or moderately old sycamores are easily recogmzed by thg_ bark, in
which. Iarge thin plates. peel off the truhk, exposing conspicuous: areas of whitish, yeIIQW|sh or
greenish inner bark. Thls is probably caused by the inability of the bark to stretch as, the limbs
and trunk expand.

_ Although sycamore frwts abundantly every year, the wlahty is low and the seeds are
slow to  germinate. The, seeds require exceedingly moist surroundrngs in which- to grow.
However sycamore sprouts readlly from the stump and reproduces rtself by this means as well
as frorn seeds. ) : x :

Sycamores can grow to masswe proportlons In 1744 a Shenandoah Valley settler
named Joseph Hampton and two sons lived for most of the year in.a hollow sycamore in. what is
now Clarke County, V|rg|n|a In 17?0 at Point Pleasant, Virginia, (now in West Vtrgmra) near
the Junction of the Kanawha and Ohio Rivers, George" Washtngton recorded in his journal a
sycamore measuring 13:67.m (44 ft 10 in) in circumference at 91 cm (3 ft} from the ground.

..khere are no other known Amencan sycamore trees growmg within the. Vlllage of
Brandon L e :

Butternut (Juglans cmerea) Butternut, also known as white,' _walnut, is a slow-g_rowing
sper:les and rarely llves longer than 40 years. Like other members of the Juglans. family,
butternut's leaf-out in spnng is tied to photoperlod rather than air temperature and occurs when

R

and southernmost extents of its range Leaf drop in fali is early and Jis initiated when daylrght
drops to: 11 hours. Butternut favors a cooler climate than black walnut and its range. does not
extend into the Deep South its northern range extends into Wrsconsm and Mlnnesota where
the growmg season is too short for black walnut. '

The nut is oblong—ovcnd enclosed in a green husk. The flavor of the nut.is mlld and
buttery, hence its popular name. Butternut wood is l|ght and htghly rot—resrstant but not.as hard
as black walnut It is often used to make furniture and for woodcarvmg In the past, W!sconsm
has been ‘a leading producer of butternut lumber. - :

Butternut decllne, or butternut canker, is the most serlous dlsease of this tree and has
been spreadmg rapidly in. Wisconsin in recent decades. . Free—standlng trees seem to resrst the
disease better than thosge,. growmg in dense stands or forests. In some areas, 90% of butternut
trees have been killed.

Native Amencans processed the butternuts into a butter—ltke oil used for various
purposes, including as an ointment. The butternut bark and nut rinds were once used to dye
cloth to colors between light yellow and dark brown. Although: normally a short-lived tree, a
butternut planted by seitler George Bush (1845) in Tumwater, Washington {brought from



Missouri) was still alive in 2019. Crushed butternut fruits can be used to poison fish, though the
prachce is generally illegal. In Louisa May Alcott’s Liftle Men (1871) the two youngest boys,
Rbia and Teddy, have an amusing running battle with the squirrels over collecting the butternuts

There are at least four other butternut trees growing in the Village of Brandon, outside of
the village park.

Catalpa (Catalpa speciosa [northern ¢atalpa]): This tree is also known as “catawba,” and as
‘bean tree,” referring to its bean-like sepd pod, which may grow up to 20 inches in length. The
large, heart-shaped leaves resemble the ears of an eiephant Large showy, white bell-shaped
flowers with yellow strips and purple 5ppts on the inner side of the petqls appear in mid to late
June. The blooms are quite fragrant ang attract bees, butterflies and caterpillars. Catalpas are
fast growers and may grow fo a height of 20 feet within ten years. . Most trees begin flowering
after aboyt three years, and develop seed pods after five years. Heartwood of catalpa was
used in the manufacture of railroad ties. in the past. Today, catalpa is used for the manufacture
of fence posts, beams, furniture and millwork.

. This tree is the sole source of faod for the catalpa sphinx moth, and the caterplllars may
defoliate entire frees. Because the caterpillars are an excellent live bait for fishing, some
dedicated anglers plant catalpa mini-orchards for thelr own private source of “catawba-worms,”
particularly in the southem states.

The one mature catalpa tree growing within the Vlllage of Brandon, outside of the v;llage
park, was removed in 2024.

Horse Chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum): Although the horse chestnut is in the same
genus as the Ohio buckeye, it is not natiye to North America; rather; it is native to a small area
of Balkan mixed forests in South East Europe. lts leaves are larger and coarser than the
buckeye leaf, with seven leaflets on mature leaves, as opposed to the five on buckeye leaves.
Horse chestnut leaflets are also larger and more rounded at the tip than the smaller, more
pointed buckeye leaflets. Likewise, the horse chestnut nuts are Iarge'r (and less shiny) than
buckeye nuts. :

_ Horse chestnut trees have spring-flowering white-pinkish flowers that grow in upnght
triangular panicles (clusters) at the ends of branches. Each individual flower has four or five
fused white petals with a distinctive pink or orange base. - When in bloom during late spring or
early summer, the upward-growing flowering horse chestnut clusters:look like candles ‘on the
tree. After they fade, the flowers develop into the horse chestnut fruit, a spiny hull enclosing
one, and occasionally two, nuts, also known as conkers. The fruit is similar to the buckeye fruit,
but with tougher spikes on the hull. Like the buckeye, horse chestnuts are toxic to humans
dogs and horses when eaten in large quantities. , : :

Iin Germany, horse chestnuts are commonly p]anted in beer gardens partlcularty in
Bavaria. Prior to the advent of mechanical refrigeration, brewers would dig cellars for Iagenng
(f;econdary aging of beer at cold temperatures hovering above freezing). To further protect the
cellars from the summer heat they would plant chestnut trees, whlch have spreadlng, dense
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canoplps but shallow ropta whlch would not intrude on the caverna The practlce of eervlng beer
at these sltes evolved mtq the modern beer garden. : .

Japanese Walnut (Juglans a|lant|fol|a) The Japanese walnut |s clesely related to the natlve
Amerlcan butternut; hewever it is re31stant to the canker whlch has Caused W|despread decllne
among,; the butternut populatlon Unllls{e the black walnut and the. Perslan walnut, the nutmeat of
the Japanese walnut hag,rio:bitter aftertaste Due to its disease rgsistance and ﬂavorful taste, it
has often been planted' \‘ :,l:eplacement for butternuts In America "l‘ihe two spemes of walnut
hybndlZe readuly, resulting, in. a vanety‘known as the. “buartnut ” ThIS ‘cliltivar is dzstmgutehed by
its’ heart-ehaped nutmeat Hence, the mq:kname “heartnu‘t " The shell.of the heartnut is. very hard
and when ‘crushed, ylelda sharp fragments, which have in the paat peen used as a matenal Hfor
snow, t|res (studless ttres) Unlike the, butternut the Japanese wal ut is round, not pval and
features a nipple-like pro ljsmn at each end of the nut hull v ;
- ln Brandon, there- |eat least one mature Japanese walnut producmg a bountn“ul yearly
crop of’ nuts Itis located on ‘the northwest corner of the mtersectlon of Washington ahd Prairie
Streefs.;." Coincidentaly, fhis tree is right across the_street from. fwo, mature butternut trees
growmg m the sewlceWa on the south S|de of Washmgton Street.-. :

among trees not bemg cl_@aely related to any lwlng fam|ly or group in the whole vegetable
klngdom and is the sole survivor of a famlly, nch in species, whlch, was dlstributed over the
temperate regions of both the northern and soulhern hemlspherea hen the dlnosaurs roamed

: orth Amenca Europe and

nd in 1754, from Whence,
thlrty years later, it wag.braught to tl'Le l,Jnlted States. : lts fan—shap eaves found in no other
flpwerlng plant, have 'r;| Tdrib but numerous branphmg parallel yeins. The orange-yellow
plum-lllge fruit borne on e female trees consists of a a thln outer lgshy layer which’ covers a
pointed, oval nut with a smaeth white shell enclosmg a soft kernel, Upon or soon after fallmg to
the ground the fleshy’ covermg bursts and emits an offenswe odar.. Bécause of this, male fregs
are preferred for. ornamenl;al planting.,. However, once. cleaned gf th,e pulp, the nuts are pure
white, aind historically were gold as feod in China and Japan, and eaten at banquets, weddlngs
and somal gatherings... :, .- o <

_ . The glnkgo tree |s well adapted to survive for centunes and 0veroome hardshlps S|x
gmkgo trees less than two: mlles from the 1945 atomic bomb .explosion at Hiroshima were
among the few organisms to sutvive that blast. The six trees are still alive. ;

; There are at least twag other ginkgo treés growing within the: Vlllage of Brandon outside of
the vrllage park. L _ :

P The ginkgo was Lnfroduced mto Europe in. 1730 and into Engla




North American Beech (Fagus grandifolia): Wisconsin is at the western edge of the native
range of the North American beech tree, which is found in the eastern United States. It is very
shade tolerant, but thrives best in full sun. Beech buds are distinctive — long and slender,
resembling small cigars. A very thirsty tree, the beech has a dense shallow root system, from
which new trees may sprout, in addition to normal seed dispersion as a means of reproduction. -

The American beech does not produce significant quantities of nuts until about 40 years
of age. The nuts are edible for wildlife and humans, either raw or roasted. They have provided
food for numerous species of animals, including the now-extinct passenger pigeon. The
clearing of beech and oak forests is pointed to as one of the major factors that may have
contributed to the bird's extinction.

- The American beech tree bark is smooth and uniform, making it an attraction for people
to garve names, dates and decorative dssigns on its surface. There was a beech tree on the
old stage road between Blountville and Jonesborough, Tennessee that had an inscription carved
into the trunk that read "D. Boone Cilled A Bar On Tree In Year 1760." The tree feli in 1916 and
had a girth of 28-1/2 feel. The FForest Service estimated the tree's age to be 365 years, making it
fully two centuries ofd before Daniel Boons inscribed on it.

Although beech wood is difficult to split, it is an important tree in forestry. One of its most
notable uses is in making bentwood furniture, since the wood bends easily when steamed. It
also makes high-quality, long-burning firewood. '

| There are no other known North American beeches growing in the Village of Brandon.

Chio Buqkeye (Aesculus glabra): Native to the Midwestern and lower Great Plains regions of
the United States, the Ohio Buckeye is the state tree of Ohio. The compound leaves consist of
five long and broad leaflets. The light yellow-green flowers produce a round fruit with 3 knobby,
leathery husk that usually contains a single brown nut with a whitish basal scar. The nuts
contain tannic acid, which makes them poisonous to humans and cattle; however, squirrels
consume them readily with no apparent ill effects. 1t is reported that native Americans would
boil the nuts to extract the tannin, which made the nuts consumable with no ill effects. The
tannic acid was then used to make leather. Once dried, the nuts are often strung into decoratlve
necklaces. The ground -up nuts have alsq been used to poison fish in streams.

Leaves of the buckeye are quite prone to scorching, discoloration and foliar diseases by
mid-summer, so the foliage canopy may have a brown, fall-like appearance by mid-summer and
become defoliated by late summer. The Ohio buckeye is primarily an understory tree, but in the
open it may reach heights of 60 ft. tall and 30 ft. wide. In the understory setting, the tree is
normally only haif that size. The Kentucky and National champion tree, located in Casey
County, is nearly 150 ft. tall.

The wood of Ohio buckeye is Ilght weak and soft. 1t has been used for artificial limbs
because it does not split easily. Buckeye logs were once hollowed out and made into troughs to
catch maple sap. Buckeye logs were also hollowed out to make cradles in pioneer. days and
settlers made hats from buckeye shavings.

The term “buckeye” allegedly comes from the nut's resemblance to a deers eye.
Buckeyes (the nuts) are a recurring theme in Bill Watterson s comic, Qﬁ!mn_a_ndmb_t& often
as one of Calvin's tools of torment.



There is at Ieast one other Ohio buckeye growrng in the Vlllage of Br‘andon Several
years ago a violent Storm took down two other mature huokeyes wrthm the Village, both of whrch
produced prOIIftC nut orops :
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Shagbark chkory (Carya ovata): chkory nuts have been a staple of the native Amerroan diet
for thousands of years., During colonral times, a quar‘t of hlckery mllk (known by rts native
Amerr,oan name “pawcohrpcora”) could be traded for 15 pounds: of bacon. Hrckory wopd,
besides - bemg a premlum heat sourge, was also preferred for maklng wagon Wheeis rifle
ramrods tool handles, and barrel hoops. The green husks of the hlokory nut are reported tobe
temporarrly toxic to somg. flsh and there are stories of natlve Amerloans throwrng quantrtres of
the hLiSkS into still, shallow backwaters to stun the fish for easy takmg

Whlle hickory |s a.long-lived tree, it is slow to bear nuts, usually taking 25-30 years to
begrn produomg The ea‘r!y years of the tree are concentrated on-developing the deep taproot
characterrstlc of many, hut trees. Durlng the Civil War the natien’s supply of hlckory Was'so
depleted by the demand for hickory for ‘gunstocks and ramrods;: as well as tool handles and
supply. Wagon parts, that the hickory nut and wood market did not re(;OVer until the begrnnlng of
the 20th century o ' : ;

Hlokory trees produce a bountlful crop of nuts every other year with few or no nuts
produced in the “off” years Cunously nearly all of the hlckory trees in a given area seem to
synchromze their “on’ and “off” years.once they begin bearing nuts.

There are two varletles of hickory trees native fo Wrsconsrn = the shagbark hrckory and
the brtternut hickory (whroh is inedible due to the nut's, brtter taste).. Shagbark compound leaves
have five (and rarely seyen). leaflets. The thick outer hisk of the nut splits into four sections
when rlpe and reveals a single, white, thin-shelled (but very hard) nut whose sweet kernel is
edible. The shell is so hard that it can be ground up and used as_a commercial abrasive.

There are at least eight other shagbark hickories growing Wrthrn the Village of Brandon,
four of which are in the vrllage park. SRR



